WE CAN AGREE

We Can Agree is a set of Guiding Principles
to be used in the home. Its purpose is to
achieve co-operation among parents and stu-
dents for a safe and acceptable program of
social activities for young people. It is based
on parent and student surveys, and has been
prepared by the Parents Council of Secondary
Schools with the co-operation of the Student
Augxiliaries,

The Parents Council of Second Schools was
formed in 1951, because of widespread concern
among parents and school personnel regarding:
(1) drinking of aleoholic beverages by high
school age students, (2) unchaperoned parties
(3) “young driver” problems, (4) late hours,
(5) inappropriate dress, (6) party crashing,
(7) a general disregard for the rights and
property of others,

Ags young people mature, they desire more
freedom. They usually welcome direction, but
they resent arbitrary orders. Because of group
pressures, young people are often placed in
situations which they are unable to handle with
poise and good judgment. They want and need
the understanding support of their parents.

Parents are eager to have young people en-
rich their lives through wholesome social ac-
tivities. However, parents need fortification to
combat the pressure, exerted by the plea of
their young people, that everybody does it.

Parents and young people who adopt these
principles through mutual agreement will add
immeasureably to their home, school and com-
munity lives,

General
a. Social activities of students should be con-
fined to week-ends and holidays.
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b. Parents should know where, and with whom
their sons and daughters are spending their
time while away from home.

c. Parents should check on the prompt accept-
ance or regret of invitations.

d. Repaying social obligations is important in
social development of young people.

e. Well laid plans for a party are disregarded
only by a rude guest. A courteous youth
will follow the plans of the host.

Family Co-operation

a. Sincerity and open-mindedness are impor-
tant in the discussion of friends and activ-
ities. There may be good reasons for modi-
fying or reversing an opinion,

b. An allowance should be planned together,

based on a discussion of financial needs and

management of money.

Family plans should be organized so that:—
(1) necessary transportation of young

people can be provided and (2) individual
members can be reached in case of emer-
gency or change of plans.

&

Home Entertainment

The home should be the center of young
people’s social activity. In order for it to be
so, the co-operation and support of parents is
needed. Young people should be encouraged to
bring friends into the home, and parents should
welcome the opportunity to meet their son’s
or daughter’s companions and friends.

a. It is important that invitations be clear as
to type of function (for appropriate dress),
the time of beginning, and ending of a
party.

b. It is important that parents be at home and
on call at all times when young people en-
‘tertain,
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Although young people do not want their
parties to be regimented by parents, it is
essential that plans for entertainment be
made in advance. Boredom and confusion.
lead to undesirable results.

The number of guests should be limited to
a group which can be accommodated easily
in the home,

Party crashing is an inexcusable custom.
Crashers should not be admitted. Written
invitations and a guest list will help solve
the problem.

“Lights out” has no place in a well-ordered
party!

An ill-behaved guest should not be permit-
ted to spoil a function. Insist upon proper
behavior. Speak to an unruly guest in pri-
vate.

Establish definite hours appropriate to the
age group. It is the responsibility of the
guest to leave at the designated time.

General Dating

The home should not be forgotten as a pos-
sible place for dating. Public entertainment
puts a strain on a boy’s allowance. Parents
could co- operate by providing an agreeable
measure of privacy.

Appropriate dress is a mark of good taste.
A girl and her parents should agree on a
definite time for return from a date. A boy
should be given an opportunity to meet the
parents of the girl, and to discuss expected
time of arrival at home,

Hours
For parents to set a satisfactory hour for a

young person’s expected arrival at home from
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a social engagement, two factors have to be
considered: (1) What time will the affair be
over? (2) What is a reasonable amount of
time to allow for arrival at home?

1. What time will the affair be over? The
following is a suggested guide:

Grades
10th 11th 12th
Formals .......... 11:00*  12:00* 12:00*
12:00%* 1:00% 1:00%
Informals ...... eoe 11:00%  11:00%  11:00%
11:30*  12:00%  12:00*
Home Parties ..... 11:30 12:00 12:30

General Dating ... 11:30 12:00 12:00

* Determined by regulations in individual
schools.

2. What is a reasonable amount of time to
allow for arrival at home? (If transportation
is provided by parents, this is no problem.)

a. Young people should come directly home
from a function unless other plans have
been approved by parents. If a young per-
son is delayed for any reason, he should
telephone home.

b. Parties following dances or parties should
be discouraged. It is understandable that
following a dance there may be a desire
for something to eat in a snack shop, or in
a private home. Since late meandering on
the streets or in public places is unsafe for
young people the time allowance for the
added privilege should be reasonably but
definitely set.

c. An invitation issued for refreshments fol-
lowing a dance, or other late social func-
tion, should include a definite time for be-
ginning and ending. One hour would seem
adequate for an ocecasion of this type.
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Driving

. Parental consent for the driving privilege

should be based on young people’s proof of
ability to control themselves and ecar. (A
healthy attitude regarding the rights and
welfare of others is essential.)

. Trained instruction is urged. Unskilled driv-

ing, as well as poor driving attitudes, ean
jeopardize lives and the economic welfare
of an entire family.

. It is the duty of parents to make certain

that any ear driven by their young people
is in safe operating condition.

. Young drivers should be expected to as-

sume their portion of responsibility for the
maintenance and appearance of the shared
car.

. Parents should be firm in their decision to

take away the car privilege when it is abus-
ed. On the other hand, they should be gen-
erous in their praise of proper driving at-
titudes and careful handling of the car.

. Young people should be warned that over-

crowding of a car is dangerous.

Parents of inexperienced drivers should not
permit them to carry passengers.,

. Riders have a share in the responsibility

for safe driving. Dares and jeers from riders
have been responsible for more than one
death.

. Young people should be informed that it is

wise to refuse to ride with a reckless driver.
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Drinking
Drinking among high school students presents
a serious problem in which parents must con-
sider their responsibilities. Young people con-
firm that a large number of parents serve al-
coholic beverages (beer, wine and whiskey) to
young guests in their homes, It is well known
that, because of lax parental chaperonage, al-
coholic beverages are brought to parties by
guests, and served by the guests themselves.

Parents have a major responsibility in this

matter. They are aware of the hazards of teen-

age drinking — youth is not.

a. No one has the moral right to serve any
alcoholic beverages to other people’s chil-
dren. The adult who does so is directly re-
sponsible for any of the serious conse-
quences which may result.

b. Pennsylvania State Law prohibits sale of
liquor to miners (under twenty-one years),
and forbids serving it to them in any public
place.

c. Public opinion stamps as improper and in-
considerate the serving of beer or hquor
to any high school boy or girl who is a
guest in your home,

d. Parents should impound any alcoholic bev-
erage which is brought to a party. No alco-
holic beverages should be accessible to young
guests.

e. Young people should not feel that it is a
disgrace to decline an alcoholic drink.

f. Young people should be informed that it is
foolhardy to ride with a driver who is under
the influence of alcohol, and should be en-
couraged instead to seek other means of
transportation.

CAN YOUR FAMILY SAY—
“WE CAN AGREE”?
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